
How often should we vaccinate our dogs? 

 There are a number of vaccines around for viruses that can affect dogs in a bad way. Should 

we be using them all? and if so how often? 

 

At Seaforth Veterinary Hospital we have adopted the recommendations of the WSAVA 

applied to our local conditions. 

 As vets we are making constant efforts to offer the best preventative care for your dog. We 

constantly review our vaccination protocol and as new vaccines come onto the market we 

assess their potential role in our hospital. In line with our principle of not over loading dogs 

with unnecessary vaccines this review discusses our approach at Seaforth Vets. It is in full 

alignment with current ASAVA recommendations. 

 

Vaccination Protocol Summary 

 C3 = Parvo, Distemper and Hepatitis. 

 C5 = Parvo, Distemper, Hepatitis, Bordatella and Parainfluenza. 

 Pups should have a course of 3 vaccines between 6-18 weeks of age. (C3 at 6-8 weeks, C5 at 

week 12, C5 at 16 weeks). 

 Annual booster: 

     Parainfluenza and Bordatella, yearly. 

    Parvo, Distemper and Hepatitis, every 3 years 

 

Your vaccination visit to the vet also encompasses an important full clinical examination of 

your dog, and review of heartworm control. 

 

The Seaforth Howler 

By Dr Rob Miller (Partner) 

We say goodbye to Nurse Bree D’Arcy who 

has returned to the green pastures of Bendigo 

to pursue her nursing career. 

 Dr Libby has obtained her AQIS 

accreditation, so if you are moving overseas 

with your pets please don’t hesitate to contact 

her regarding all the requirements (read her 

article in this newsletter).  

While we are talking holidays Wendii has 

some solid advice on preparing early for the 

holiday seasons ahead. 

 Read about our new investment in dental 

digital x rays and what it can offer your pet.  

Red dogs are popular at the moment. Read 

Kates article on living with a red Kelpie. 

 We would also like to welcome Chris 

McGrath to our nursing team. 

 

Finally… Beware! Tick season is here and it 

lasts all the way to the end of January. Visit 

our web site for a daily update on cases 

reported at SVH. Jane reviews the 

preventative measures you should take this 

season. 

We hope you enjoy reading this edition of the 

Howler. 
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The VirusesThe VirusesThe VirusesThe Viruses    

Distemper (Canine Distemper Virus)Distemper (Canine Distemper Virus)Distemper (Canine Distemper Virus)Distemper (Canine Distemper Virus)    

 A highly contagious viral disease of dogs, affecting 

animals of all ages especially pups. Recovery from infection 

is unlikely. If they do survive they may be left with 

permanent brain damage. 

 Signs include fever, cough, sneeze, vomiting and diarrhoea 

with paralysis and fitting in later stages. 

 It is a major killer of young dogs in countries where 

vaccination is uncommon. 

 Highly effective vaccines are available. This is identified as 

a core vaccine requirement in all countries. In Australia we 

have generally moved from a yearly to 3 yearly vaccination 

protocol for distemper. 

Canine HCanine HCanine HCanine Hepatitis (adenovirus type 2)epatitis (adenovirus type 2)epatitis (adenovirus type 2)epatitis (adenovirus type 2)    

 Extremely contagious and mostly fatal. Can affect dogs of 

any age but most are less than 2 years old. 

 Signs include fever, depression, inappetence, vomiting and 

diarrhoea and a painful abdomen. 

 Infection can lead to death within 24-36 hours. 

 Recovery if it occurs can leave the dog with chronic liver 

and renal problems. They can spread the virus for months 

after their recovery. 

 Highly effective vaccines are available. This is identified as 

a core vaccine requirement in all countries. In Australia we 

have generally moved from a yearly to 3 yearly vaccination 

protocol for Canine Hepatitis. 

Canine ParvoCanine ParvoCanine ParvoCanine Parvovirusvirusvirusvirus    

 Causes a nasty bloody diarrhoea and difficult to control 

vomiting. It is accompanied by severe abdominal pain. It is 

a miserable disease and death often occurs despite intensive 

care. 

 The virus is quite persistent in the environment and 

requires isolation and good disinfection to control its 

spread. Parvovirus is still not uncommon during the 

Australian summer. Vaccination is the answer. 

 Highly effective vaccines are available. This is identified as 

a core vaccine requirement in all countries. In Australia we 

have generally moved from a yearly to 3 yearly vaccination 

protocol for Parvovirus. 

Kennel Cough (Bordatella BronchiKennel Cough (Bordatella BronchiKennel Cough (Bordatella BronchiKennel Cough (Bordatella Bronchiseptica)septica)septica)septica)    

 KC is initiated with viral (parainfluenza) infection and 

damage to the mucus membranes of the upper respiratory 

tract for dogs, which is then followed by a bacterial phase 

with Bordetella. At this stage one sees the classic picture of 

a honking cough with retching and mucus pooling. 

 It can be very distressing for the dog and client alike, both 

getting little sleep. It can last from 2 weeks to many months 

if left untreated, and may even lead to chronic bronchitis or 

pneumonia. 

 Vaccines are fairly effective against this disease. The 

standard vaccine contains both a viral vaccine for 

parainfluenza, and a bacterial vaccine against Bordetella. 

Due to the ability of parainfluenza viruses to mutate, it is 

hard to produce vaccines that work against all strains. 

However there is always a degree of cross protection 

conferred and vaccinated dogs only ever get a mild form of 

the disease if they do contract it. 

 It is highly contagious and the dog's history usually 

includes having been at boarding kennels or dog day care, 

but it can be contracted by non-contemporaneous sharing of 

any air space. 

By Wendii  McCulloch (Senior Receptionist)By Wendii  McCulloch (Senior Receptionist)By Wendii  McCulloch (Senior Receptionist)By Wendii  McCulloch (Senior Receptionist)    

    For Christmas, Easter and all School Holidays it is essential to 

book early to avoid disappointment.  Most places book-out well 

in advance and with the big holiday season looming its time to 

think about where your pet/s can go on holiday too.     

Unfortunately we can't always take them with us, or depend on 

family and friends to take care of them.  As everyone has 

different needs there are quite a few options to choose from. 

If you want your pet to stay at home, there are several people 

who will call in on a daily basis to feed your pet, walk your 

dogs, they usually also collect mail and water plants.   

We have two people who live-in and house/pet sit, they have 

cared for quite a few of our clients and come with references 

and recommendations.  They can provide the extra attention 

your pet may need. 

If you would like your pet to stay with a family while you are 

away, there is an agency which matches your pet's personality 

with an appropriate family. 

Apart from our new cat observation facilities here at Seaforth 

Vets, most boarding kennels and catteries are based around 

Duffys Forest area.   We recommend that you take some time to 

have a look at their facilities, to see which is best for your pets.  

Some kennels actually provide viewing tours.  One kennel/

cattery caters for small pets only, dogs under 15kg and there are 

plenty for the larger dogs.  All kennels require dogs and cats to 

have a current vaccination, they like to sight a certificate.  Plus 

some will ask for your dog to have an extra Kennel Cough 

vaccination which is an intranasal one. 

All cats are welcome to stay with us, ideal for the older cats or 

those that require daily medication or just extra care and 

attention.  Please ask our staff if you would like to have a look 

around. 

Also, if you are wanting to 

take your pet with you on 

holiday, there is pet-friendly 

accommodation available, 

for example in the Blue 

Mountains and Byron Bay. 

For information on any of 

the above selections, please 

ask our Reception staff. 

 Effective vaccines are available. This is identified as a core 

vaccine requirement in all countries. Kennel Cough requires 

yearly vaccination boosters. 

Canine Corona VirusCanine Corona VirusCanine Corona VirusCanine Corona Virus    

 Can cause vomiting and diarrhoea in young pups. It is likely to 

occur and go unnoticed in most dogs. It is not considered a 

disease that requires vaccination. They may be used in breeding 

kennels for added safety. It is not regarded as a core vaccination 

by the WSAVA. 

 Vaccines are available, but we do not and do not recommend 

routine vaccination against corona virus in Sydney. 

Canine LeptospirosisCanine LeptospirosisCanine LeptospirosisCanine Leptospirosis    

 It is spread by the urine of rats Leptospirosis can cause high 

death rates in areas it is an issue. Sydney is not one such place 

and we do not recommend or use Vaccines for leptospirosis. 

When I used to work in the UK it was an integral part of all 

vaccination protocols. 

*Ref. Fort Dodge Client leaflet 

Pets and Holidays 



Digital Dental X Rays 
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Seaforth Veterinary Hospital has invested in a digital dental x ray 

unit, as distinct from out digital x ray unit for general x rays which 

has been operative for the last 3-4 years now. 

 We can offer state of the art dental treatment and perform oral x 

rays when required. It allows us to search for old hidden, broken 

retained roots that may be causing a problem, assess the viability 

of broken teeth and even look for any evidence of oral cancer. 

 It also has a novel use for x raying small furry animals such as 

possums, local areas of birds wings quick and effectively, all at 

very low doses of x rays and low cost. Our oral x rays are very 

keenly priced to encourage their uptake when your pet is having 

dental work. 

 By Kate Jardine (Veterinary Nurse)By Kate Jardine (Veterinary Nurse)By Kate Jardine (Veterinary Nurse)By Kate Jardine (Veterinary Nurse)    

 As the film Red Dog has 

recently been released, I 

thought it could be fitting to 

write something about kelpies 

and some activities that are 

available to keep them 

interested.  

 Kelpies are extremely 

intelligent, loyal and soft dogs. 

A couple of the activities 

available for all dogs are agility 

and obedience or for the 

working breeds there is sheep 

herding available. I take my red 

dog to an off leash area where 

she can run and I walk for a 

few kilometres after work or 

the above mentioned activities 

on the weekend.  

 One thing my family finds a problem is the loyalty. Makeba is 

mine, there is the world too, but mum comes before all other 

beings - with the occasional exception of sheep.  

 Smaller animals may become the unwilling subjects of a kelpie’s 

herding instinct. Whether they are dogs, cats or rabbits. They may 

end up with a pair of eyes just staring.  

 Kelpies are a working breed and are much happier using their 

brain all day than being a lap dog. Please remember that this dog 

Red dogs delight 

By Dr Libby Thompson (Veterinary Associate)By Dr Libby Thompson (Veterinary Associate)By Dr Libby Thompson (Veterinary Associate)By Dr Libby Thompson (Veterinary Associate)    

Around the end of July this year I received my AQIS 

accreditation. That means I can now help owners prepare 

their pets for overseas travel. 

 Travel requirements vary from country to country, so 

make sure you allow plenty of time to have everything 

done by letting me know ASAP when you are thinking of 

travelling. 

 Also consider when you will be bringing your pet back 

with you to Australia. For some countries this is not 

straightforward! 

Your local AQIS Vet 

Watch Out Ticks About! 

will be like a toddler and constantly into everything and 

has a wicked sense of humour to match a very expressive 

face.  

 Kate (and Makeba) 

BBBBy Jane Molchanoff (Practice Manager)y Jane Molchanoff (Practice Manager)y Jane Molchanoff (Practice Manager)y Jane Molchanoff (Practice Manager)    

Peak tick season runs from September to the end of 

March, however tick poisoning may occur outside this pe-

riod and our first tick cases for the Summer 2011 season 

were treated in August. Paralysis ticks are found along the 

eastern coast of Australia. Their natural hosts include ban-

dicoots, wallabies and other marsupials that live in or near 

thick bushland and generally, the toxin does not affect 

these native hosts. Once the tick attaches itself, it sucks 

blood and in turn secretes saliva, which can be lethal, es-

pecially to domesticated pets, when absorbed into the 

bloodstream. The adult female usually injects this poison 

on about the third day of attachment and this is normally 

when the paralysis symptoms start appearing. 

 Symptoms Symptoms Symptoms Symptoms    

Tick poisoning affects muscle use. Early signs include:  

- change in voice                              - gagging 

- lethargy                                          - coughing 

- weakness of back legs                    - a grunt on exhalation 

- wobbly gait                                    - regurgitation 

Symptoms vary from patient to patient and they may ex-

hibit one or more of these signs. If you think your pet has If you think your pet has If you think your pet has If you think your pet has 

a tick, do not give anything by mouth. Keep your pet cool a tick, do not give anything by mouth. Keep your pet cool a tick, do not give anything by mouth. Keep your pet cool a tick, do not give anything by mouth. Keep your pet cool 

and as caland as caland as caland as calm as possible. remove the tick(s) immediately m as possible. remove the tick(s) immediately m as possible. remove the tick(s) immediately m as possible. remove the tick(s) immediately 

and contact your veterinary surgeon as soon as possible.and contact your veterinary surgeon as soon as possible.and contact your veterinary surgeon as soon as possible.and contact your veterinary surgeon as soon as possible.    

 Prevention Prevention Prevention Prevention    

Daily searching of your pet by thoroughly feeling with the 

fingertips and removing ticks before they inject toxic lev-

els of poison is the safest way to prevent tick paralysis.  

Be sure to remove the collar and thoroughly check the 

head, neck and shoulders as 90% of the ticks will be found 

in this area. We also recommend applying a preventative 

top spot such as Frontline PlusFrontline PlusFrontline PlusFrontline Plus every two weeks or FronFronFronFront-t-t-t-

line Sprayline Sprayline Sprayline Spray every three weeks. 

        



By Dr Rob MillerBy Dr Rob MillerBy Dr Rob MillerBy Dr Rob Miller    

    

Please help revive our 5 year old!Please help revive our 5 year old!Please help revive our 5 year old!Please help revive our 5 year old!    

 Was the plea British emergency services received by a 

fraught couple on their triple 0 line. 

 An ambulance was despatched with haste. Upon arrival the 

crew leapt out ready for action only to realised the call had 

been made by a new immigrant couple regarding their 5 year 

old collapsed cat . No mention was made if ambulance staff 

offered first aid to the cat, sadly though the cat did pass 

away. 

 We at Seaforth Vets often receive emergency calls from 

distraught clients. In such cases come straight down even if 

you do not have time to call. If you can, get someone to call 

while you are on your way in as this allows us to prepare. In 

such situations requesting a house call may waste precious 

time that could help us save your pet’s life. In the veterinary 

profession all our essential resuscitation equipment is located 

at the surgery, not in an ambulance. 

 To move a dog in pain it is useful to apply a muzzle to 

prevent yourself getting bitten, but if the patient’s breathing 

is compromised never use a muzzle, alternatively try using 

towels to protect yourself from bites as you move the patient. 

Often you have to be brave to effect the most rapid arrival at 

our surgery! 

 

 

 

Our Website 

www.svh55.com.au  

Phone: 02-9949 1288 

Fax: 02-9949 6364 

e-mail: rob@svh55.com 

Seaforth Veterinary Hospital Media Snippets 

TreatmentTreatmentTreatmentTreatment    

Seek veterinary attention as soon as possible. It may be nec-

essary for your pet's coat to be clipped off to find the tick or 

the crater left in the skin where a tick was attached. While 

antiserum and hospitalisation involve expense both are nearly 

always essential if you want to ensure your pet has the best 

chance of survival. 

 Results Results Results Results    

Despite aggressive treatment about 6% (1 in 17 cases) of af-

fected animals will die, emphasising the importance of hospi-

talised treatment.  

 Going home Going home Going home Going home    

Once your pet has been given the all clear you will be given 

some home care notes to enable you to continue your pet’s 

rehabilitation at home. These include: 

Keep them rested, avoid excessive heat, check daily for ticks 

and use a preventative product such as Frontline Plus,Frontline Plus,Frontline Plus,Frontline Plus, con-

sider clipping your pet’s coat very short if they are long 

coated to make tick searching easier  

Please play safe this tick seasPlease play safe this tick seasPlease play safe this tick seasPlease play safe this tick season!on!on!on!    

This edition of The Howler isThis edition of The Howler isThis edition of The Howler isThis edition of The Howler is    

proudly sponsored by Merial, the manufacturers of Frontline Plusproudly sponsored by Merial, the manufacturers of Frontline Plusproudly sponsored by Merial, the manufacturers of Frontline Plusproudly sponsored by Merial, the manufacturers of Frontline Plus    

Virginia the teacher 

Congratulations to our happy Puppy Class Graduates of August 2011! 


